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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
91
Kevin Byrne of Atlanta, vice president 
and chief operating officer of The University 
Financing Foundation, is the 2012 president 
of the Association of University Research 
Parks. The group’s focus is on creating 
programs to help develop the next genera-
tion of research park directors and university 
administrators.
Leslie Smith of Jacksonville, Fla., was 
recently promoted to director of pricing
for RailAmerica. In this new position she 
focuses on garnering revenue for rail trans-
portation moves across the RailAmerica 
system in the United States and Canada. 
Leslie is president-elect of the Furman 
Alumni Association Board of Directors.
In November, Laura Saunders Werner 
completed the process to become a 
National Board-Certified Teacher of students
with exceptional needs. She teaches English 
and special education at Panther Creek 
High School in Cary, N.C.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Rich and Keely Burrell Remedios live 
in Eden Prairie, Minn. Keely is an attorney 
and E-Discovery project manager with Kroll 
Ontrack. Rich is a professional actor and 
graphic designer. 
ADOPTION: Becky Haus, a daughter, 
Madyson Jane O’Halloran-Haus, December 
21. They live in Ormond Beach, Fla.
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Tradd Harter and his staff at Classic 
City Orthodontics in Athens, Ga., received 
several awards at the 2012 SureSmile 
Conference, including the outstanding 
treatment coordinators and outstand-
ing front desk operations awards, and an 
honorable mention for outstanding market-
ing coordination. The SureSmile program 
enables orthodontists to complete braces 
treatments in an average of 30 percent less 
time compared to traditional braces. Visit 
www.classiccityorthodontics.com.
Derek Waugh has been named director 
of athletics at Dalton State College in 
Georgia. Dalton State is preparing to start 
an athletics program. Derek previously was 
men’s basketball coach and then assistant 
athletic director at Stetson University.
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James Cotey has been elected to mem-
bership in the Stites & Harbison law firm 
in Nashville, Tenn. He works with the firm’s 
real estate and banking service group.
BIRTH: Brian and Emily Thayer 
Crenshaw, a daughter, Caroline Elizabeth, 
November 17. They live in Alpharetta, Ga.
95
BIRTHS: John and Anne Wilson 
Jordan, a daughter, Molly Anne, 
March 11, 2011, Charlotte, N.C. 
Abbey and Michael Kling, a son, 
Landon Paul, November 23. They live 
in Perry Township, Ohio.
Charlie and Sandi Padgett Riddle, 
a son, Mason Theodore, October 25. They 
live in Goose Creek, S.C. Sandi is a freelance 
grant writer and Charlie is health and safety 
officer for St. Paul’s Fire District. 
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Elizabeth Suskind has joined Unified
Network for Organ Sharing as a site sur-
veyor in evaluation and quality. Most 
recently she served as a registered nurse at 
Henrico Doctors Hospital in Richmond, Va. 
Now in his 10th year with the chemistry 
department  at Northern Kentucky 
University, Keith Walters will become 
department chair in July.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
David D. Cross has been named a partner 
in the Washington, D.C., office of Crowell 
& Moring law firm. His practice includes 
antitrust, intellectual property, health care, 
securities and general commercial litigation. 
Kelly Pew (M.A.) has been named super-
intendent of the School District of Pickens 
County, S.C. She had been assistant super-
intendent of instructional services and 
had also served as the district’s assistant 
superintendent of human resource services.
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Jack Hayes has been named of counsel at 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP in Washington, D.C. 
He works with the law firm’s international 
department.
BIRTH: Ian and Margaret Meyer 
Stewart, a son, Robert Grant, December 
22, Atlanta.
99
Elizabeth Herre Campbell is now
a partner in the Atlanta law office of Locke 
Lord LLP. She works in the firm’s business 
litigation and arbitration, class actions 
and corporate insurance areas. 
Jon Kendall has been promoted to 
partner in the Atlanta law office of Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP. His practice 
focuses on healthcare mergers, acquisitions 
and regulation.
BIRTHS: Nelson and Stephanie Cole 
Long, a daughter, Melody Elizabeth, 
March 16, 2011, Rutherfordton, N.C.
Randy and Summer Dilgren 
Teegardin, a daughter, Juliet Pierce, 
February 20, Charleston, S.C. 
Christopher and Jennifer Walton 
Whelan, a son, Declan Christopher, 
December 27. They live in Laurel, Md. In 
January, Jennifer was promoted to senior 
attorney in the Office of Appellate Opera-
tions at the Social Security Administration.
00
Des Kitchings has joined the football 
staff at North Carolina State University 
as running backs coach. He spent 2011 
as running backs coach at the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. He has also been an assistant 
at Vanderbilt and at Furman.
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J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann 
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Bailey ’78; N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; Sidney R. Bland ’59; 
Tracy Hulsey Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; O. Vernon Burton ’69; Mary Lou Walch 
Cagle ’69; Paul D. Goebel ’63; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Charles 
D. Hardy ’89; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle 
Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall ’77; James N. Martin ’79; 
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William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Gordon D. 
Seay ’61; E. Leon Smith ’61; George O. Short ’54; Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.
Ex-Officio and Other Members:  Rod Smolla, president; Mike  Gatchell ’91, 
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association; 
Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of Alumni Association; Cal Hurst ’04, 
president, Young Alumni Council; James Crockett ’12, president, Student Alumni 
Council; Teddy Hess ’12, president, Association of Furman Students; Joel Bloom 
’12, president, Senior Class.
FOR JOHN CASTILE ’88, basketball paved the way for his future, and not just 
because it earned him a full scholarship to Furman. The sport put him in touch with 
people who supported and encouraged him — and now he’s returning the favor as 
city manager of Greenville. 
“When I look back, I can see how my high school basketball coach found a way 
to instill values in kids who may not have had value elsewhere,” Castile says. That 
coach, George Glymph of Eau Claire High School in Columbia, S.C., inspired Castile 
and other players to achieve success beyond sports. 
For Castile, that encouragement led to Furman, which he chose because it was 
close to home and because he wanted a small school with high academic standards. 
But upon arriving, he felt out of place. “I come from a very urban setting,” he says. 
He considered leaving, until several professors approached him and told him he 
needed Furman — and Furman needed him. 
“They wanted me to succeed,” says Castile. “My world was broadened. It was 
growing and evolving.” He now views his time at Furman as pivotal to his career 
success. “Without coming into contact with people that were different, my fear 
is I would not have been able or suited to be successful in the business world. 
Without them, I’m not sure I’d be doing what I’m doing now.” 
As city manager Castile is Greenville’s chief executive officer, managing more than 
800 employees and an annual operating budget in excess of $136 million. He oversees 
the city’s day-to-day operations, works closely with City Council, and has been a key 
part of many of the city’s most lauded efforts, including the development of Fluor 
Field (the minor league baseball stadium), RiverPlace (a retail, restaurant and housing 
development) and the Kroc Center (a 20-acre recreational and cultural facility).
Castile cites RiverPlace as an example of the public-private partnerships that have 
become the hallmark of the city’s revitalization over the last 25 years. “Here you see 
a $70 million investment supported by a $13 million public park, and it became the 
postcard for Greenville,” he says.
But before building beautiful parks and grand hotels, he says that cities must have 
the less glamorous aspects of infrastructure in place, from wastewater collection and 
stormwater management to police and fire protection. “Private investors are looking 
to protect their investment, and the public sector is the place to start. We build com-
munities, and our communities are judged by what the public infrastructure looks 
and feels like.“
Greenville mayor Knox White calls Castile a natural leader and problem-solver. 
“He understands the city’s mission and its priorities and motivates the whole 
organization to move in those directions,” White says. “He always puts people 
and problem-solving ahead of red tape and process.”
Castile says his athletic background taught him about leadership, teamwork 
and how to balance demands on his time. At Furman he was captain of the basketball 
team his junior and senior years and a unanimous All-Southern Conference selection 
in 1988, when he finished second in the voting for Player of the Year.
He originally planned to be a lawyer, but after completing his political science 
degree he realized law wasn’t his passion. “I was intrigued by the public sector and 
how much of an influence it has in everyday life,” he says. He worked in several 
management positions before joining Greenville’s recreation department in 1995. 
He became assistant to the city manager in 1999 and deputy city manager in 2003, 
and was promoted to city manager in 2010.
Grateful for the positive example of coaches, teachers and mentors, Castile con-
siders it important to provide similar support to others. “My focus is on encouraging 
people to live life without regret and to challenge themselves,” he says. “It’s about 
developing people and giving them opportunities.”
He says “synergy” has become a buzzword, but it really means empowering 
people to make decisions about how to do things better. “You have to create an 
environment where people are willing to put ideas out there,” he says. “You can 
always build on those ideas.”
At 45, Castile doesn’t play basketball anymore, although he does enjoy watching 
March Madness and professional games on television. He coaches youth teams when 
his schedule permits and relishes the chance to teach kids the same lessons he learned 
and the philosophy he shares with his city employees. “It’s not about wins or losses,” 
he says. “It’s about trying to achieve something greater as a team than what you can 
do yourself.”
— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE
The author, a 1994 graduate, is a freelance writer in Simpsonville, S.C.
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